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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Leaaona  Laaiiiad,  BQ>  5th  Battalion, 
27th  Artillery 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Foxvarded  as  inclosure  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
Headquarters,  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  for  quarterly  period  ending 
31  January  1967.  Information  contained  in  this  report  should  be  reviex<7ed 
and  evaluated  by  GDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6£  of  AR  1-19  and  by 
CONARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19*  Evaluations 
and  corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of 
receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 

mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted 
for  use  in  developing  training  material.  v 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 


APR  281366 

ire»tMr>PU  r*  urrvuAM  ^  * 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  General 
US  Army  Combat  Devel 
US  Continental  Army  < 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
V  Major  General,  USA 
Th.  Adjutant  General 
, e>, 

ZdSs  ,,v 


Commandants  _ 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Sta^f  RB®ADID  UBCLASSIFlJaU) 

US  Army  War  College  WBEM  SEPARATESD  FROM 

US  Army  Air  Defense  School  CIASSIFIED  IHCIX)6UR£S 

US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School  «'> 

US  Army  Armor  School  ‘  ^ 

US  Army  Chemical  Corps  School  *  a  ^ 

US  Army  Engineer  School  •  ^ 

US  Army  Military  Police  School  .  'v 

US  Army  Infantry  School 

US  Army  Intelligence  School  '  - 

US  Army  Medical  Field  Service  School  < 


^  .  ^  WBEM  SEPARATE©  FROM 

;  A.  CLASSIFIED  IMCLOSURBS 


(Oortlnu.4  on  8)  CONFIDENTIAL 


V<  " 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DISTRIBUTION  (Cont«d) 

US  Army  Ordnance  School 
US  Army  Quartermaster  School 
US  Army  Security  Agency  School 
US  Army  Transportation  School 
US  Army  Signal  School 
US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 
US  Army  Civil  Affairs  School 

Copit  •  furnlthtd: 

Qfflet,  Cbitf  of  Sttffi  OB  An^ 

AMltttnt  Cbitf  of  Staff  for 
Ftoct  Dtvtlopa«nt 

Dlrtctor  of  Dtftntt  Rttttrch  and  EDglntaring 
Joint  Action!  Control  Of  flea 
Baaaarch  Analyala  Corporation 
Sacurity  Offlear 
Lot  Alanoa  Seiantlfle  Laboratory 
South  Eaat  Aala  Forca^i  ATII: 

Dr*  Martin  J.  Ballay 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


HsiDqyyutTERs 

5T»  fiiTIILiar,  277H  ARTILLERY 
APO  SF  96316 

AVFA«iAT->27«C  6  February  1967 

SUBTECTi  OperatioDol  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-6*;  (Tl) 


TOt  See  Distribution 


SECTION  I  (U) 

SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 
1,  (U)  Intelligence! 

a*  Throughout  the  reporting  period  this  unit  coordinated  and 
received  intelligence  information  from  the  following  units  t 

(1)  lat  Brigade,  101  at  Airborne  Division 

(2)  lat  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division 

(3)  47th  Infantry  Regiment,  Army  Republic  of.  Vietnam 

(4)  28th  Republio  of  Korea  Regiment 

(5)  9th  Ropublie  of  Korea  Amy  Division 

(6)  Sector  Operations  and  Intelligence  Center,  T\iy  Hoa 

(7)  National  Police  Headquarters,  Tuy  Hoa* 

b*  Intelligence  received  was  used  to  prepare  harassing  and 
interdiction  fires  on  suspected  enemy  locations  and  avenues  of  approach. 
Weather  permitting,  aircraft  were  used  daily  to  conduct  registrations, 

2*  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities! 

a.  Operations! 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  the  5th  Battalion^ 

27th  Artillery  (*)  participated  in  the  following  operations 
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OPERATION 


nATES 


ADAMS 
GERONIMO  1 
BAEK  MAI 


26  October  to  Present 
31  October  to  4  December  1966 
29  January  to  Present 


(2)  Operation  ADiiMS: 

(a)  Operation  AoAMS  coonenoed  on  26  Octo>^r  1966  and 
is  presently  in  progress.  Concept  of  operation:  One  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  with  approximately  three  battalions,  in  coordination  with  the 
47th  Any  Republic  of  Vietnam  Regiment,  conducts  search  and  destroy  and 
rice  harvest  protection  operations  in  designated  area  of  operation  and  pro¬ 
tect  engineer  reconnaissance  parties  conducting  survey  of  Highways  1 
and  6B  within  the  area  of  operation.  Mission  of  the  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  is  general  support. 


(b)  At  the  start  of  this  operation  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion 
27th  Artillery  was  located  at  Tuy  Hoa  South  with  the  mission  of  general 
support.  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th  Artillery  was  located  at  CQ1 17433 
%rith  mission  of  general  support. 

(o)  On  29  October  1966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
ArtlUeiy  displaced  to  coordinates  BQ946425  with  the  mission  of  direct 
support  to  the  47th  Axmy  Republic  of  Vietnam  Regiment. 

(d)  On  31  October  1966  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  at  coordinates  6Q948582,  suspected  VC  village  with  the  result  of 
3  buildings  destroyed,  2  buildings  damaged. 

(e)  On  2  November  1966  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 

27th  ArtUleiy,  displaced  from  Phan  Rang  on  road  march  Tuy  Hoa  South 
and  displaced  again  on  6  November  1966  to  coordinates  CQ72716  with 
mission  of  genezvd  support  reinforcing  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery. 

(f)  On  7  November  1966  Battery  A  C-),  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  fir^  a  mission  in  support  of  the  Ist  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  at  coordinates  CQO2369O  at  VC  in  open  \diich  resulted  in  4  VC 
killed  in  action  (estimate). 


(g)  On  9  November  1966  Battery  A  (-) ,  5tb  Battalion, 
27th  ArtiUexy  capture  2  VC  suspects. 


(h)  On  102100H  November  1966  the  perimeter  .•■Battery 
A  (-) ,  5th*  Battalion  was  probed  by  approximately  5  VC.  Battery  received 
■aall  arms  fire  and  2  grenades.  No  casualties  or  eqfuipment  damage.  At 
102225H  November  1966  the  perimeter  of  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Artillery  received  small  arms  fire.  No  or  equipment  damage. 
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(i)  On  11  November  1966  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 

27tb  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQL09465  with  the  mission  of  general 
support  reliiforclng  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery. 

(j)  On  15033CM  November  1966  the  perimeter  of  Battery 

A  (-),  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  was  probed  by  4  to  6  VC  with  automatic 
fiire.  Infantry  returned  fire  with  the  x^sult  of  1  VC  killed  in  action 
(estimated).  Evidence  was  found  of  1  VC  wounded  in  action.  At  1200  hours 
jittery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates 
CQ133527  with  the  mission  of  general  support  reinforcing  6th  Battalion, 

29th  Artillery. 

(k)  On  21  Novomber  1966  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQ1 33523.  On  1  Docfflnber  1966  Battery 
B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQ071716  with 
the  mission  of  general  support  1st  ^igado,  101st  Airborne  Division,  and 
1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

(l)  On  22  November  1966  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  at  coordinates  CQ09464S1,  VC  in  open  which  resulted  in  3  VC 
killed  in  action  (estimate). 

(m)  On  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQ252352  with  the  mission  of 
direct  support  to  the  47th  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam  Regiment. 

\ 

(n)  On  6  December  1966  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQ1 12676.  Battery  C,  5th  Batt^ion, 
27th  Artillery  was  released  from  reinforcing  the  2nd  Battalion,  320th 
Artillery  upon  teminatlon  of  Operation  GERONIMO  I  and  displaced  to 

coo 'dinates  CQl  13526  with  the  mission  of  general  support  reinforcing  the 
6th  Battalion,  29th  Ai't  'llcry, 

(o)  From  7  December  thru  15  December  1966  Battery  A  (-), 
5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  fired  19  will  adjust  missions  J[or  the  1st 
Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  which  resulted  in  47  VC  kill^  in  action 
(bo^  count),  25  VC  killed  in  action  (estimat),  and  19  VC  wounded  in  action 
(body  count). 

(p)  On  15  December  1966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  GQ091 87022  with  the  mission  of  direct 
support  to  the  47th  Army  Repukllo  of  Vietnam  Regiment. 

(q)  On  15  Docember  1966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  the  47th  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam 
Regiment  at  coordinates  CQ059748  at  a  VC  bunker  \Aich  resulted  in  a  bunker 
being  destroyed. 
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(r)  On  15  December  1966  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Artillery  received  5  mortar  rounds.  Results t  no  casualties,  2  hexagonal 
tents  damaged. 


(s)  On  19  D^smbor  1966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  fir^  missions  in  support  of  the  47th  Axmy  Republlo  of 
Vietnam  Regiment  at  coordinates  CQ1 24774  and  CQ1 33696  at  VC  sampans 
vdiioh  resulted  in  5  VC  killed  in  action  (body  count).  6  VC  killed  in 
action  (estimate),  3  VC  vcmdod  in  action  (body  count),  6  VC  wounded 
in  action  (estimate),  and  5  enemy  sampans  destroyed. 

(t)  On  21  December  1966  Battery  C,  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  suppo^  of  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  at  coordinates  CQ114517  at  VC  firing  from  buildings  which 
resulted  in  5  buildings  destroyed. 

(u)  On  21  December  1966  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division 
at  coordinates  BQ951598  at  VC  dug  in  which  resulted  in  1  VC  wounded  in 
action  (estimate)  and  1  building  destroyed. 

(v)  On  22  December  1966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  was  airlifted  to  coordinates  CQ81876  with  mission  of  direct 
support  to  the  47th  Amy  Republic  of  Vietnam  Regiment, 

(w)  From  23  thru  29  December  I966  Battery  B,  5th  Battalion, 
27th  Artillery  fired  5  will  adjust  missions  in  support  of  ^e  47th  Axny 
Republic  of  Vietnam  Regiment  \diioh  resulted  in  18  VC  killed  in  action 

(body  count),  20  VC  killed  in  acti<m  (estimate),  I6  weapons  captured, 
and  1  buUdi^  destroyed. 

(x)  On  26  December  1966  Battery  A  (-) ,  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artniery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  1st  Brigadet  4th  Infantry 
Division  at  coordinates  GQ039635  at  15  VC  in  open  uhidi  resulted  in  3 
VC  killed  in  action  (estimate), 

(y)  On  28  December  1966  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  was  airlifted  to  ooordinatos  BQ9955o1  with  mission  of 
genersd  support-reinforcing  '  the  6tb  Battalion,  29th  Artillery,  The 
Battery  was  again  lifted  on  17  January  1967  to  coordinates  BQ914598 
with  mission  of  general  support  reinforcing  the  6th  Battalion,  29th 
Artillery, 


(1)  From  19  thru  23  January  1967  Battery  A  (-),  5th 
Battalion,  27th  Artillery  fired  19  will  odjust  missions  for  the  1st 
Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Divisimi  which  resulted  in  2  VC  killed  in  action 
(bo^  count),  3  VC  killed  in  action  (estimate),  1  VC  wounded  in  action 
(body  count),  8  buildings  destroyed,  2  buildi^s  damaged,  and  2  cows  killed, 
1  rifle,  2  pigs,  food,  electric  wire  cable,  medicine,  box  with  maps,  over¬ 
lays,  rubber  stamps  and  official  r^ocuments  were  captured, 
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(aa)  On  23  January  1967  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  IBth 
Artillery  was  released  from  Operation  AJoAMS  and  displaced  to  coordinates 
GQ253353  in  preparation  for  Operation  Baek  Mai* 

!>• 

(ab)  On  25  January  1967  Battery  A  (-),  5th  Battalion, 
27th  Artillery  was  airlifted  to  coordinates  CQiI53526  with  the  mission  of 
general  support  reinforcing  the  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery. 

(ac)  On  25  January  1967  Battery  C,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  was  released  from  Operation  ADAMS  and  displaced  to  coordinates 
CQ253353  in  preparation  for  Operation  Baek  Mai. 

(ad)  Extensive  harassing  and  interdiction  fires  were 
planned  and  fired  during  this  period.  Total  missions  fired  ty  type  to 
date  are  as  follows  t 


Harassing  and  Interdiction 

2,620 

Will  Adjust 

157 

Registrations 

163 

Defensive  Concentrations 

6l 

Illumination 

36 

Preparations 

20 

Destruction 

2 

TOTAL  R0UKi,3 

20,117 

(ao)  Results: 


Friendly  Losses:  None 

Enemy  Losses:  73  VC  killed  in  action  (hody  oount) 

57  VC  killed  in  action  (estimate) 

23  VC  wounded  in  action  (body  count) 

4  VC  vrundod  in  action  (estimate) 

2  VC  suspects  oaptxired 

1  rifle  captured 
16  weapons  captured 

15  buildings  destroyed 

2  buildings  damaged 

5  enemy  sampazis  destroyed 
1  bunker  destroyed 

1  tunnel  destroyed 

Captured  2  pigs,  electrical  wire  cable 
modeolne,  box  with  maps,  overlays, 
rubber  stamp  and  officii  documents 

(3)  Operation  GBiONlMO  I: 

(a)  This  operation  somnenced  on  31  October  1966  and  ended 
on  4  December  1966.  The  concept  of  Operation  GERONIHO  I  provided  for  the 
1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division,  in  coordination  with  2  Axmy  Republio 
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of  Vietnam  battalions,  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  within  AO 
to  destroy  VO/WIL  forces.  Mission  of  the  5th  Batted  ion,  27th  Artillery 
wu  general  support. 

(b)  On  »  October  1966  Battery  C,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
ArtiUexy  displaced  to  coordinates  BQ944424  with  mission  of  reinforcing  the 
2Dd  Battalion,  320th  Artillery  and  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division, 

(o)  On  5  November  1966,  Battery  B,  lot  Battalion,  30th 
Artillery  was  attached  to  the  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  with  the 
mission  of  general  support  reinforcing  the  2nd  Battalion,  320-th  Artilleiy 
and  the  101st  Airborne  Division,  Battery  located  at  coordinates  BQ881443. 

{<l)  On  25  November  1966,  Battery  B,  1st  Battalion,  30th 
Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  CQ194434  with  mission  of  general 
support  reinforcing  the  2nd  Battalion,  320^  Artillery  and  the  Ist  Brigade, 
101  St  Airborne  Division, 

(e)  On  25  November  1966,  Battery  C,  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  GQ194434  with  mission  of  general  support 
reinforcing  the  2nd  Battalion,  320th  Artillery  and  the  1st  Brigade,  101st 
Airborne  Division, 


(f)  On  3  December  1966  ^.ttery  B,  1st  Bat-balion,  30th 
Aartillery  dlspOLaood  to  coordinates  CQ237371  with  mission  of  general 
support  reinforcing  the  2nd  Battalion,  320th  Artillery  and  the  1st  Brigade, 
101st  Airborne  Division, 

(g)  On  O424OOH  Dooember  I966  Operation  GERONIMO  I 

tezBinated. 

(h)  On  O5OOOIH  December  1966  Battery  B,  1st  Battalion, 

3  >th  Artillery  was  detached  from  the  5th  Battalion,  27t.h  Artillery  and 
attached  to  the  1st  Brlgaa'e»  lOlst  Airborne  Division,  Battery  C,  5th 
Battalion,  27th  Artillery's  mission  was  changed  to  general  support 
relnforeing  the  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery. 

(1)  Extensive  harassing  and  interdicting  fires  were 
planned  and  fired  during  the  operation  period.  The  following  missions 
by  type  were  firedi 


Harassing  and  Interdicting  632 
Registrations  -  24 
Illumination  9 
Will  Adjust  3 
Defensive  Concentrations  6 
Preparations  1 
TOTAL  POUNDS  EXPENDED  2*852 
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(J)  Results: 

(1)  Friendly  Losses  None. 

Eneny  Losses  None. 

(4)  Operation  BASK  MAI: 

(a)  Oporati<m  BAEK  MAI  oocmenced  on  29  January  19  j  and 
is  presently  in  progress.  This  Battalion  is  currently  p^icipating  in 
both  Operation  ADAMS  and  Operation  BAEK  MAI.  Concept  of  Operation  BAEK  MAI 
is  for  the  9th  ROK  Division  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  within 
AO  to  destroy' VC/NVA  forces.  Battery  C  (-)»  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 
and  Battery  B,  ^d  Battalion,  18th  Artillery  missions  are  general  support 
reinforcing  the  9th  ROK  Division  Artillery. 

(b)  On  26  January  1967  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th 
Art^lory  displaced  two  MllOis  and  two  M107t8  from  base  camp  via  road 
inarch  to  a  staging  area  at  Vang  Ro  Boy.  The  four  artillery  pieces  (175nBn 
and  d")  were  loaded  the  some  day  on  an  LCU. 

(c)  On  27  January  1967  guns  from  Battery  B,  Ist  Bottalion, 
18th  Artillery  depend  Vung  Ro  Bay  hy  LCU  for  Nha  Trang. 

(d)  On  28  January  1967  Batteiy  C  (-) ,  5th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  displaced  to  coordinates  BP987838.  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion, 
18th  Artillery  dlsplocod  to  coordinates  CP020502. 

(e)  On  29  January,  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  18th  Artillery 
disiO-aced  to  coordinates  B]^44565  closing  at  04^  hours  with  the  mission 

of  general  support  reinforcing  the  9th  ROK  Division  Artillery.  The 
Battexy  fired  a  preparation  at  0700  hours  for  the  9^  R(^  Division  con¬ 
sisting  of  60  rounds  8”  HE  and  43  rcrTfr  of  175i!m  HE. 

/  (f)  On  29  January,  Battery  C  (-),  5th  Battalion,  27th 

'  Artillery  was  airlifted  to  coordinates  BP78d676  with  mission,  of  general 
support  reinforcing  the  9th  ROK  Division  Artillery. 

(g)  On  30  January,  Battery  C  (->),  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery  fired  a  mission  in  support  of  the  9th  ROK  Division  Artillery 
at  coordinates  BP84026895,  at  a  suspected  VC  location  vAich  resulted  in 
21  VC  killed  in  action  (body  count)  |  captured;  9  rifles,  9  shotguns, 

2  submaehineguns,  2  pistols,  3  automatic  rifles,  1  light  maehlnegun, 

15  insect  ba&bs,  43  raincoats,  36  uniforms,  6  tents,  and  14  cots. 

(h)  The  following  missions  by  type  have  been  fired  to  date; 


ittCl  1 


Harassing  and  Interdicting 

Registrations 

Illumination 
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SUBJECT  t  Operational  Report  for  Quartorly  Period  Bodiiig  31  January  1967 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

Will  Adjust  1 

Preparations  2 

TOTAL  P.nU!L'S  370 

(1)  Results: 

H  ^ 

Q)  Friendly  Losses:  None. 

(2)  Enemy  Losses:  21  VC  killed  in  action  (body  count) 

9  rlfloB  captured 
9  shotguns  captured 
3  automatic  rifles  captured 
2  suhnachineguns  captured 
2  pistols  captured 
1  light  machinogun  captured 
15  Insect  bombs  captured 
43  raincoats  captured 
36  unif  oms  captured 
6  tents  captured 
14  oots  Captured 

(5)  One  platoon  (two  105iiiii  hovitsers)  of  Battery  Lp  5th 
Battalion,  27th  Artillery  was  positioned  in  Nha  Trong  with  the  mission  of 
defense  of  the  Mha  Trang  oompLex  at  tho  start  of  the  reporting  period. 

This  platoon  was  replaced  by  ono  platoon  (two  105mm  howitzers)  from 
Battery  C,  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  on  20  January  1967.  Tho 
platoon  is  attached  to  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  and  has  been  further 
attached  to  Dotachment  B-50,  5th  Spooiol  Forces  Group.  During  tho  re¬ 
porting  period  this  platoon  firod  20^  rounds  of  ammunition.  This  pla¬ 
toon  also  fired  737  harassment  and  interdiction  fires,  6  registrations, 

34  service  practices,  and  7  will-adjust  missions  for  tho  5th  Special 
Forces  (hroup.  One  will-odjust  mission  resulted  in  a  secondary  explosion. 

b.  Training:  During  the  reporting  period  tho  battalion  instituted 
and  continued  to  conduct  many  programs  oriented  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  this  OGonand  and  enhance  operational  capabilities.  A  battollon-wido 
Gunners  Test  was  conducted  during  the  rop(^ing  period.  Tho  battalion 
institute  a  2  day  orientation  program  to  orient  new  replacements  and  to 
get  them  familiar  with  and  to  zero  their  individual  weapons. 

3«  (C)  Logistics: 

^a.  The  S-4  Section  has  Initiated  a  bi-monthly  convoy  to  Cam 
Ranh  Bay  to  pick  up  necessary  Class  II  and  IV  supplies  required  by  tliis 
battalion.  This  was  necessitated  by  the  1st  Logistical  Conunr^d  in  the  Tuy 
Hoa  area  living  no  existing  facilities  to  provide  Glass  II  and  IV  Support 
to  our  unit.  Establishing  our  own  resupply  convoys  to  CRB  and  back,  is 
a  time  consuming  and  slow  process  in  filling  requisitions,  but  so  for 
this  has  been  the  only  way  to  provide  sufficient  support  to  all  batteries 
of  the  battalion.  The  S-4  Section  will  continue  these  resupply  convoys 

lad  i  '  PAGE  a  OF  12  PAGES  CONFIDENTIAL 

*  *  / 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVPA-^T«27-C  ^  6  February  1967 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
Reports  Control  S^bol  CSF0IU65  (U) 

until  the  lat  Logistical  Command  can  provide  sufficient  II  and  IV  Sup¬ 
port  to  the  battalion,  in  the  Tuy  Hoa  area. 

b.  Maintenance :  A  roviot/  of  the  maintenance  operations  reveals 
a  problem  area  in  shortage  of  vehicles  and  equipiiient.  The  shortage  of 
parts  has  been  reduced  through  resupply.  Parts  ore  now  being  received 
in  good  quantities  although  seme  shortages  still  exist.  Consolidation 
of  the  PLL  at  the  battalion  level  has  inoareosed  the  number  of  line  items 
authorized.  There  are  twelve  ton  trucks  a»:^  one  5  ton  truck  on  re¬ 
quisition.  Nine  of  the  2t  ton  trucks  are  replacements  for  M35  trucks 
on  hand.  The  remainder  are  replac^ents  for  salvaged  vehicles.  Shortage 
of  tools  and  maintenance  shelters  further  hinder  maintenance  operations. 

4«  (U)  CIVIL  AFFAIRS:  The  civic  action  program  within  the  battalion 

continues  to  give  medical  aid  to  the  Dong  TaC  refugee  village..  The 
battalion  surgeon  has  treated  445  people  for  Various  ailments  within  the 
roporting  period. 

5.  (C)  PERSONNEL: 

a.  This  unit's  personnel  status  has  experienced  marked  improvement 
since  the  previous  reporting  period.  Althou^  some  shortages  still  exist, 
sufficient  replacements  have  been  received  during  the  month  of  January  to 
offset  most  critical  shortages.  In  addition,  the  number  of  personnel  with 
a  13A10  MOS  exceeded  the  current  need  and  thereby  allo\ied  retraining 
throu^  OJT  for  utilization  in  other  short  MCS's.  Some  of  the  better 
qualified  13A10  individuals  are  being  retrained  as  fire  direction  per¬ 
sonnel  to  fill  a  critical  need  for  these  skills.  Notwithstanding  the  current 
rate  of  personnel  replacements,  the  following  areas  remain  deficient: 

ANTICn>ATED  SHORTAGE 


M 

iLVTHQJffza 

assigned 

SHORT  _ 

jsxjsmfm _ 

13B40 

67 

61 

6 

24 

13E40 

6 

2 

4 

31G40 

14 

.  8 

6 

8 

36K2Q 

56 

■  40 

16 

20 

82C20 

23 

11 

12 

14 

The  personnel  assistance  received  from  Headquarters,  I  FFORCSV  and 
1  FF9BCEV  ART!  has  been  encouraging  and  resulted  in  the  favorable  per- 
ibftbei  outlook  depicted  above. 

b.  On  13  January  1967,  the  USARV  Personnel  Management  Team 
visited  the  battalion  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Personnel  Section 
in  the  following  categories  t 

advandzs)  overseas  returnees 

OFriCSR  AND  ENLISTS))  MDI 
PERSC»m  UTILIZATION 
OFFICER  EFFICIENCY  REPORTS 
PERSONNEL  REQUISITIONS 
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The  results  of  this  inspection  revealed  no  major  dofiolencies.  The  overall 
rating  given  the  Personnel  Section  was  "outstanding'*.  The  team  also  noted 
orltioal  personnel  shortages  with  an  aha  toward  filling  needed  cato{  orios. 
The  team  was  very  helpful  jju  pi'oviahig  needed  inl’ormation  and  assuring 
that  current  regulations  and  directives  were  on  hc^  or  on  ordor. 

0.  The  morale  of  the  troops  remains  hi^. 

6  (C)  Signals 

curing  the  reporting  period*  an  important  change  in  the  4th 
echelon  suppcrting  cloiioht  -has  .bpcomo  offoctlvo«  This  battalion  is 
eurrontly  supported  ty  the  57Sth  Signal  Company  and  the  results  have 
bs«i  promising.  The  57Sth  Signal  Company  has  a  more  adequate  repair  parts 
stookage  and  can  therefore  be  more  responsive  to  the  signal  demands 
placed  on  it  by  this  battalion.  The  primary  problem  encountered  during 
this  changeover  involved  the  physical  transfer  of  inoperative  items  from 
the  12dth  to  the  578th  or  effecting  the  recovery  of  these  items  which 
have  teen  in  the  128th  for  an  excessive  period  of  time.  Currently,  the 
following  items  remain  in  a  repair  category  with  the  128th  Signal  Company: 

date  SUmiTTED 
m  WORK  order 

Telephone,  TA  31^  ^  ^311 

.  Telephone,  TA  312  6300 

Modulator,  KD  203  6335 
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SECTION  II 

'COtyiii/iNDER'S  OBSiiliVATIONS  AND  R:.C0iili2NDATI0NS 

PART  I 

OBSmVTIOlC  (L12SSONS  L^iRNJD) 


7«  (c)  Operations: 

a.  IT^:  US  iirtlllary  support  of  airmobile  operctions  conducted 
by  iUlied  Forces. 

DISCUSSION:  Recently  this  battalion  has  participated  in  air¬ 
mobile  operations  vdiere  tlu  major  man'  uver  elements  have  been  Republic  of 
Korea  and  Republic  of  Vietnam  forces.  The  so  airmobile  operations  have  boon 
conducted  in  vddely  supereted  aroa8>  but  the  lessons  learned  from  the  sup¬ 
porting  US  iirtillory  standpoint  is  the  same.  Difficulties  duo  to  a  lan¬ 
guage  barrier  in  air  to  ground  coordination  can  be  largely  ovorcooD  through 
the  initiative  of  the  US  Artillory  unit.  In  both  erses  a  US  battery  parti¬ 
cipated  in  Airmobile  operations  with  an  .Ulied  force.  In  the  first  instance 
a  US  battery  operated  in  a  direct  support  role  for  an  ARVN  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ment  in  an  alr^bilo  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  SONG  CAU.  In  the  second 
operation  another  battery  of  the  battalion  w::.b  airlifted  and  co-located  with 
a  ROK  battexy  during  operation  ilillC  .vJ  conducted  by  the  9th  ROK  Infantry 
Division  in  the  vicinity  of  NHi.  TR/iNG. 

0BSI:3iVATI0N:  Tho  successful  conduct  of  ainjobllo  operations 
depends  upon  coxz^loto  prior  planning  and  effective  air  to  ground  communica¬ 
tions.  US  Artillery  units  p^icipr.tlng  with  Allied  Forces  should  recog¬ 
nize  potential  dlfilcultlos  likely  to  be  encounbored  whore  language  differ¬ 
ences  exist.  Thoreforoi  the  US  Artillery  unit  should  participate  in  all 
prior  planning  conferences  and  offer  to  provide  language  assistance  with 
individuals  knowledgeable  in  airlifc  teoiiniques  to  guide  helicopters  and 
coordinate  individual  lifts.  It  was  primarily  because  of  these  contributions 
by  tho  supporting  US  /irtlUexy  that  the  two  airmobile  operations  discussed 
above  were  carried  out  with  minimum  difficulties. 

b.  ITJHi  Care  must  be  taken  to  assure  that  artillery  units  shoidd 
not  bo  located  at  altitudes  above  1000  feet  in  tho  TUI  HOA  area  during  tho 
monsoon  season. 

DISCUSSION:  In  the  TUY  HOA  area  during  the  monsoon  season  the 
cloud  cover  varies  from  1000  feet  to  over  1200  feet.  VIhon  batteries  aro 
located  at  these  altitudes  dense  fog  obscures  the  battery  position  to 
the  point  that  oixaing  posts  can  only  bo  seen  intermittently  during  tho  day 
end  not  at  all  during  the  night.  In  such  instances  the  artillery  con  not 
perform  its  mission  of  fire  support.  In  the  event  that  such  a  position  must 
be  occupied  collinmtors  should  bo  acquired  ?nd  used. 
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OBSERyATION:  Groator  uso  of  laotoorologlcal  dat|i  should  bo  used  in 
the  positioning  of  artillery  units  during  the  monsoon  season.  In  the  event 
that  It  is  necessary  to  locate  artillery  at  altitudes  lUcoly  to  be  obscured 
by  fogp  planning  should  anticipate  the  need  for  special  equipment. 

P/iRT  2 

ESCaiiiaiDATIOKS 


6i  (c)  Logistics: 

Recajuond  that  a  full  Class  II  and  ^  capability  bo  established  In 
the  Tuy  Hoa  Sub  .Area  Command  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  battalion  to 
Send  convoys  to  tiie  depot  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay  for  supplies* 


DISTRIBUTION: 

1-ACSPOR  D/i 
1  MINGUS*  JIPAC 
3-DCG,  USi'JlV 
IrCG,  I  PIDRCJF 
1/2-^G,  I  PPC»lCi.ir  .uiTT 
1-Flle 
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AVFA-AT-D  (6  Feb  6?)  1st  Jnd 

iiUBJiiCT:  Operational  rtevort  of  Lessons  Learned  for  t.,uarterl/  Period 
Ending  31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFCR)(5th  Bn,  27th  Arty)  (U) 

KSAiX^ljAKTEitS,  I  FIEID  FLi^CE  Vl^'iljAi^.  ARTIiLERY,  APO  96350  28  Feb  67 

TO:  Commanding  (Jeneral,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATT1\.:  AVF-A-GC-O&T, 

APO  96350 

1.  (U)  Concur  vdth  observations  and  recoiaaendation  contained  in 

basic  coimunication. 


2.  (C)  The  foUovdng  additional  coi^ouent  is  submitted: 

Lack  of  adequate  Class  II  and  IV  suoport  of  units  in  the  TUY 
HOA  area  continues  to  be  a  problem,  haximum  effort  should  be  exerted 
by  USASC,  Ci'vi-.  luUvh  BAY,  to  establish  adequate  support  facilities  in  the 
TUY  KoA  area. 


FOK  THE  COiu'iAi'.DLR: 


f' 

LTC,  Arty 
Adjutant 
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AVFA-OC-OT  (12  Feb  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Perioc 
Ending  31  January  196?,  (RCS  CSFOR)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  I  FIFJJ)  FORCE  VIETHAM,  APO  96350 

TO:  Connandli^  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ApO  96307 

!•  (U)  Concur  with  the  contents  of  the  Operational  Report  of 

Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  196?  of  5th 
Battalion,  27th  Artillery  and  the  preceding  indorsement  with  follow¬ 
ing  coneients. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  I  -  Significant  Activities* 

a*  Reference  paragraphs  2a  (2)(j),  2a  (2)(o),  2a  (2)(8), 
and  2a  (2)(z)t  Statistics  of  enemy  personnel  wounded  In  action  are 
based  on  reports  from  supported  units  wldch  Indicated  enemy  prisoners 
wounded  by  artillery. 


b*  Reference  paragraph  3a:  USASC  Cam  Ranh  Bay  was  queried 
as  to  wliether  a  class  II  and  IV  facility  was  planned  for  i>he  Tuy  Hoa 
area*  USASC  Indlcatea  that  direct  exchange  and  self  service  store 
facilities  for  class  II  and  IV  sv4>plie8  are  scheauiled  for  coiqpletlon 
during  the  third  quarter  FT  67*  This  will  supplement  the  Engineer 
material  supply  point  already  In  operation  at  Tuy  Hoa*  Major  and  con¬ 
trolled  items  will  be  Issued  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay  through  supply  point 
distribution,  because  of  the  relatively  low  demand  being  generated  by 
si^ported  units  to  date* 

c*  Reference  paragraph  $:  An  M05  shortage  report  as  of  13 
February  1967  indicated  six  d2C20  positions  were  vacant*  All  other 
M(.)S  shortages  have  been  filled* 

3*  (^)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  II  -  Recommendation:  The 

scheduled  opening  of  direct  exchange  and  self  service  store  facili¬ 
ties  will  upgrade  the  class  IX  and  IV  support  available  at  Tuy  Hoa 
to  an  equal  status  with  oUier  sub-areas  In  II  CTZ* 


ftWfWO  If  JVMV  |N»HVM.S 
liitUSSJfKO  ^7  YIIIS. 

^  1  mm  5200.10 
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AVHQC-DH  (6  P«b  67)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Opt  rational  Rtpori-LtatoM  Ltamtd  for  the  Ptriod  Ending 
31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HEADQUARTIRS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMI  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  5  APB  19®"^ 

TOi  CooMinder  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  PacifLc,  ATTNt  GPOP-OT 
APO  96558 

1*  (U)  This  headquarters  has  revieired  the  Operational  Report- 

Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  January  1967  fro«  Head^rters, 

5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  as  indorsed. 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  comncnts  as  follows! 

a.  Reference  Paragraph  3a,  Section  I,  Page  8,  concerning  Class 
II  and  IV  supplies;  and  Paragraph  8,  Part  2,  Section  II,  Page  12! 

Facilities  to  be  constructed  as  described  in  Paragraphs  2b  and  3)  2d 
Indorsement,  should  resolve  this  problem. 

b.  Reference  Paragraph  3b,  Section  I,  Page  9,  concerning 
Shortages  of  Tools,  Trucks,  and  Maintenance  belters!  Tool/shop  sets  and 
kits,  as  well  as  individual  components,  are  presently  in  short  supply 
throughout  this  comnand.  Information  from  AMC  reveals  that  abnormal  delays 
are  being  encountered  in  filling  RVM  demands  for  the  majority  of  the  eomson 
tool  kits.  RVN  receipt  of  individual  components  is  Improving,  but  numerous 
shortages  still  exist.  Continuous  follow-up  emphasis  has  been  brought  to 
bear  on  this  problem  area.  Most  tracks  are  arriving  at  an  increasing  rate 
which  should  Kll  TOE  vacancies;  however,  out-of-eountry  depots  have  not 
yet  issued  M35A2  trucks  to  replace  M35  trucks.  Five-ton  cargo  trucks  are 
still  in  short  supply  throughout  RVN.  Maintenance  shelters  were,  at  the 
time  the  unit's  report  was  submitted,  at  sero  balance  in  RVN.  A  substantial 
quantity  is  now  scheduled  to  arrive  inpcountry  soon. 

0.  Reference  Paragraph  5a,  Section  I,  Page  9>  concerning  Enlisted 
Personnel  Shortages',  as  modified  by  Paragraph  2e,  2d  I^orsement!  The 
shortage  of  personnel  with  HOS  82C  (artillery  surveyor)  exists  connand  wide. 
Requisitions  have  been  submitted  to  cover  all  projected  vacanclee. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


•>  K.  POWKM 

A(iL 

Am:  AHjar.iti*  GwimJ 
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CP0P-0T<6  Feb  67)  4th  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Optratiotuil  R«porc*L«itone  L«arn«d  for  tho  Period  Ending 
31  Jenuary  1967  (RCS  CSPOR-65),  HQ  5th  Bn,  27th  Arty 

HQ,  US  ABMr,  PACIFIC,  APO  S«n  Francisco  96558  28  APR  1967 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chlaf  of  Staff  for  Force  Developaent,  Departoent  of  the 
Aray,  wathlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  Indorsed. 

2.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  2c,  3d  Indorsement.  A  review  of 
OPU  data  as  of  31  Msrch  1967  indicates  the  personnel  situation  is 
now  favorable  with  1102  personnel  assigned  with  MOS  82c  (Artillery 
Surveyor)  as  compared  to  authorization  of  1104. 

FOR  THE  COHKANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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Dovmgrade^  at  3  Tear  Intervals 
Deolasslfled  After  12  Tears 
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